
Minutes of Land Use, Parks and Environment (LUPE) Committee 
February 16, 2016 

 
Chair Jaske called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m. and led the committee in the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
Committee Members Present: Pauline Jaske, Eric Highum, Jim Batzko, Bill Mitchell, Keith 
Hammitt, Jennifer Grant, Tom Schellinger.  
 
Also Present: Park System Manager Duane Grimm, Director of Administration Norm Cummings, 
Parks and Land Use Director Dale Shaver, Senior Financial Budget Analyst Steve Trimborn, Legislative 
Policy Advisor Sarah Spaeth, Senior Financial Analyst Mark Yatchak. 
 
Approve Minutes of January 19, 2016 
MOTION: Hammitt moved, Batzko second, to approve the minutes of January 19, 2016. Motion 
carried 7-0. 
 
Executive Committee Report of February 15, 2016 
Jaske updated the committee on issues covered at the February 15, 2016 county board executive 
committee meeting including: 

• Approval of Ordinances 170-O-090 and 170-O-091 and three appointments 
• Report on the Wisconsin Counties Association Legislative Exchange  
• Reports on county board committees 

 
Correspondence 

• Letter from WI DNR regarding a Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program awarded to accept 
land acquisition in the Village of Summit 

• Constituent complaint about garbage collection 
• Park and planning commission public hearing notice for February 25 at 1 p.m. 

 
Future 2016 Meeting Dates 

• March 15 
• April 5 

 
Discuss and Consider Ordinance 170-O-087: Accept County Conservation Aids Grant for Okauchee 
Lake 2016 Muskie Stocking 
Grimm presented this ordinance which allows Waukesha County to accept $1,980 in County 
Conservation Aid Grant funds and disperse it to the Muskellunge Club of Milwaukee and the 
Milwaukee Chapter of Muskies, Inc. to stock up to 1,000 muskie fingerlings in Okauchee Lake in 
2016.  
 
Jaske asked how often is the lake stocked with fish? Grimm said the clubs stock the lake every year. 
The clubs recently learned of the availability of grant funds and asked Waukesha County to 
complete the application process. The grant funding will allow the clubs to stock additional fish.  
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Motion: Hammitt moved, Mitchell second, to approve Ordinance 170-O-087. Motion carried 7-0. 
 
Discuss and Consider Ordinance 170-O-088: Waukesha County Land Conservancy Partnership 
Acquisition – Dennis and Lorna Grimm Property 
Grimm presented this Ordinance which would allow Waukesha County to provide a grant to the 
Waukesha County Land Conservancy, Inc. to assist with the purchase of a 60-acre parcel located in 
the Genesee Lake bog from Dennis and Lorna Grimm. Grimm, who is not related to the sellers, 
showed the location of the property on a map highlighting the portion of the Grimm property for 
sale and the portion with a house that the Grimm’s will be retaining, the surrounding environmental 
corridor, other Waukesha County Land Conservancy properties and critical species that live in the 
area.  
 
Grimm requested the committee amend the ordinance by adding the following to line 25 “WHEREAS 
there are $6,950 in associated land acquisition transaction costs, and” and changing $30,500 to 
$37,500 on lines 26 and 42. Trimborn distributed a revised fiscal note identifying total costs and 
responsible parties.   
 
Regarding the proposed amendment, Mitchell asked is Waukesha County paying all of the 
transaction fees? Grimm said Waukesha County is responsible for 25% of the $150,000 appraised 
value of the property. The amendment is simply a statement of total transaction costs and does not 
assign the fees to any party.  
 
In response to Grant’s questions, Grimm said properties purchased with state funding must be open 
to the public. The Waukesha County Land Conservancy hangs signs with a stewardship plaque 
indicating they own the land and the public is welcome. The Waukesha County Land Conservancy 
will most likely first clean up the buck thorn and honey suckle from the properties and then create 
public entrances. Quite a few people use these lands to hike and bird watch. Shaver explained how 
the Waukesha County Land conservancy acquires these types of lands and that the property’s 
appraised value does not indicate a lot of development potential.  
 
In response to Jaske’s question, Grimm said even though the property is swampy, people can walk 
there carefully. Waukesha County would have the right of first refusal to buy the land at its original 
investment amount if the Waukesha County Land Conservancy decides to sell the land. State 
stewardship rules limit how the land can be used and resold.  
 
In response to Mitchell’s questions, Shaver said the county would have to pay back the stewardship 
grant funds to be released from the land restrictions.  
 
Motion: Mitchell moved, Hammitt second, to approve Ordinance 170-O-088.  
 
Motion: Hammitt moved, Batzko second, to amend Ordinance 170-O-088 by adding the following to 
line 25 
 

WHEREAS there are $6,950 in associated land acquisition transaction costs, and 
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and amending lines 26 and 42 by changing $30,500 to $37,500. 
 
Motion carried 7-0. 
 
The original motion to approve Ordinance 170-O-088 as amended carried 7-0.  
 
Discuss and Consider Ordinance 170-O-090: Walter J. Tarmann Fund Management and Use of 
Funds in Excess of a $4 Million Cap 
Cummings said this ordinance limits accumulation of fund balance in the Tarmann Fund to $4 million 
and directs the use of $500,000 of Tarmann Fund balance for the 2016 parks and land use pavement 
management plan capital project, which will replace debt borrowing for the same amount. The 
ordinance also directs investment income previously budgeted in the fund, to be budgeted in the 
treasurer’s budget to directly offset county tax levy. (2015 investment income in the fund is 
estimated at $50,000.) Cummings said the ordinance was developed with the help of Supervisors 
Grant and Jaske as a means to implement a long-term approach to effectively use the Tarmann Fund 
in fulfilling the county’s goal of purchasing the remaining 400 acres of parkland and 3,288 acres of 
greenway. The Tarmann Fund is currently at $6.3 million. Money in excess of $4 million can be used 
for the parks and land use department’s five-year capital projects that were adopted by the board. 
The $4 million fund cap is based on total land use purchase expenditures made over the last seven 
years.  
 
Jaske asked about the county’s plans for future parkland and greenway purchases. Shaver said to 
complete the main parks, the county would like to acquire four parcels near Mukwonago, Ryan, 
Ashippun and Oconomowoc Parks. Even though the county is actively working with families to 
secure these properties, “there is no end date in sight”. Developers usually lead greenway 
acquisitions seeing as developing lands around parks and open spaces saves them money and 
increases the attractiveness and cost of the lots.  
 
Mitchell said the ordinance ordains reducing the $6.3 million Tarmann Fund to $4 million but the 
ordinance only indicates reductions of $500,000. Shaver said the county will continue to look for 
other opportunities to use the Tarmann Fund and reduce levy. Cummings said the fund will be 
reduced incrementally. Stewardship money will continue to go into the fund. Mitchell asked will 
land fill siting fees still go into the Tarmann Fund? Shaver said the fees will go into the fund. Grant 
asked could land fill siting fees go into the treasurer’s budget? Cummings said the fees will continue 
to go into the Tarmann Fund. Grant commented that it will take quite awhile to reduce the fund to 
$4 million. Cummings stressed the importance of keeping the fund above $4 million so the county 
does not lose investment income.  
 
Schellinger asked why weren’t these changes made sooner? Cummings said with few large land 
purchases and higher landfill fees during the last five years, the county did not recognize the fund 
had grown so large. Schellinger asked who is responsible for watching the fund? Cummings said he 
did not think it would become an issue. Shaver said the county has been mindful of the amount in 
the fund. Cummings said this plan will not threaten the AAA bond rating. Shaver said Waukesha 
County finds ways to generate interest income that benefits other areas of the county. Jaske 
thanked staff for addressing the issue quickly and during the current county board year.  
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Motion: Grant moved, Mitchell second, to approve Ordinance 170-O-090. Motion carried 7-0. 
 
Legislative Update 
Spaeth updated the committee on pending state legislation related to dementia and Alzheimer’s, 
heroin and opiate abuse, medical examiners’ fees, probation and parole hold jail reimbursement 
rates, recycling fund increases, shoreland zoning, mental health, counties’ treasurers’ publication of 
unclaimed property notices, etc. Spaeth said once the 2016 session ends, the state will be studying 
ADRCs (April 2016), hosting study committees (summer 2016) and developing department budgets 
(August 2016). Spaeth distributed and reviewed a letter from Allison Bussler to Waukesha County 
state representatives regarding the federal “swap” bill. 
 
Motion: Highum moved, Mitchell second, to adjourn the meeting at 9:51 a.m. Motion carried 7-0. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
Jim Batzko 
Secretary  


